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way he utilized his failures. He escaped from the hosts
of enemy troops who had surrounded his Army Corps,
and in June, 1918, he reported there to the chief of the
local post of the Polish Military Organkation which,
being a secret body was known confidentially as' K.N.3/
By this secret body he was sent with two companions
to organize Polish military detachments in the heart
of Russia, with instructions to communicate with the
organization's post at Moscow in order to decide as to
future action.
Moscow was at that time in the hands of the Bolshevists,
but Beck managed somehow to get into the city. He
had picked up a smattering of Russian by that time, and
his cool, collected manner enabled him to bluff his
way through more than one danger. He learned from
the local post that there were many Poles in a Bolshevist
regiment in course of formation at Orel, in East Russia.
So he at once went there, and, as he spoke German with
a Viennese accent, he introduced himself to the Bolshevist
Council as an Austrian prisoner of war from the Fourth
Austrian Infantry Regiment. There had been a prison
for political offenders at Orel, the inmates of which had
regained their freedom during the revolution; and most
of them were Polish independence workers amongst
whom were a fair sprinkling of Socialists. When Beck
reached Orel, authority in the city was fully in the
hands of the released prisoners, and a Pole of the name
of Kwapinski was the so-called governor of the district.